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thing but the fact (p. 56). Nevertheless the subject by his treatment of 
it gains perspective. That is much. 

A History of Mediaeval Political Theory in the West. By Sir R. W. 

Carlyle, K.C.S.I., CLE., and A. J. Carlyle, M.A., D.Litt., 

Lecturer in Politics and Economics, University College, Oxford. 

Volume IV. The Theories of the Relation of the Empire and 

the Papacy from the Tenth Century to the Twelfth. By A. J. 

Carlyle. (Edinburgh and London: William Blackwood and 

Sons. 1922. Pp. xxiii, 419. 30 s.) 

The first three volumes of this work have been reviewed in earlier 
issues of this magazine (X. 629,. XV. 836, XXI. 784). Like the former 
volumes the fourth exhibits the qualities of painstaking reading of the 
sources, extreme care not to draw conclusions unwarranted by the texts, 
elaborate reprinting at the bottom of each page of long extracts from 
the Latin originals, excellent tables of contents and indexes. 

This volume, however, is unlike its predecessors in that at times the 
reader can scarcely believe that he is reading a book on political theory. 
A not inappropriate title would be " a history of the simony and investi- 
ture struggle ". In spite of the fact that the author in the preface warns 
his readers that " this work is not the history, either civil or ecclesiastical, 
of the Middle Ages, but the political theories ", the larger part of the 
volume is predominantly historical. The author says : " I do not indeed 
think that these relations [hence those between the temporal and spiritual 
powers] had as much effect upon political theory in general as has been 
sometimes suggested ", and yet goes on to say " I think that we are 
justified in devoting a whole volume to the conflicts of the Empire and 
the Papacy ". In fact on p. 253 he says : " We have been compelled to 
do so ", that is, to give a great deal of historical narrative. 

Part I. is taken up with a history of the relation of the spiritual 
and temporal powers from 900 to 1076; part II. with a history of the 
investiture controversy to 1122, and the comments of various contem- 
porary authors on that subject and simony; part III. with a history of 
the political conflict of the papacy and the Empire and comments of 
contemporary authors on the very narrow questions as to whether the 
pope and the emperor were co-ordinate in power, each in his own field, 
or one subordinate to the other, whether the pope could interfere in the 
election of, excommunicate, and depose the emperor, or the emperor 
have a part in the election of popes and bishops; part IV. with a history 
of the relations of the Church and the Empire from n 22 to n 77, in 
which the first chapter is devoted to the relations of Frederick I. (Bar- 
barossa) to the papacy, the second to John of Salisbury, and the third 
to Gerhoh of Reichersberg, and their respective ideas on the questions 
enumerated above. 

In extracting from the various writers their views on the subject 
of the relations of the temporal and spiritual powers the plan of the 
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author is to list the writers in order. The reader finds himself in perfect 
bewilderment from reading statements that are so nearly alike that 
they need no repetition. Even in the historical narrative he frequently 
finds the same matter repeated again and again in almost the same 
words (c/., for example, pp. 359 and 345, and 365 with 321). 

The truth seems to be that in a history of political theory the author 
has given a lengthy study of the relations of the emperors and popes 
out of all proportion to their value to political theory and this on a 
field which has been the subject of more investigation than almost 
any other field in the Middle Ages. This volume could be reduced 
by three-fourths and the student of political theory not be the loser 
thereby. 

Though it is a distinct disappointment from the above points of view. 
the exposition of the theories in the " Tractatus Eboracenses " (pp. 279 
ff.) and of those of Honorius of Augsburg (pp. 286 ff.) is particularly 
good. So also is the forcefulness with which the fact is brought out 
that purely academic theories buried away in books caused no commotion 
until someone tried to put them into operation (p. 336). 

The inefficiency of the printing craft of to-day is probably responsible 
for allowing the title-page to come out with "twelth" for "twelfth" 
and " septrum " for " sceptrum " (p. 162), but much more inexcusable and 
certainly very confusing to the reader is the fault of not having discov- 
ered until the volume was through the press that '' Godfrey " of Ven- 
dome had been spelled Geoffrey throughout. Equally confusing is it 
to have the period covered in this volume designated from the tenth 
century to the twelfth when in the third volume the same period is 
labelled from the tenth century to the thirteenth. 

James Sullivan. 

The Cambridge Medieval History. Planned by J. B. Bury, M.A., 
Regius Professor of Modern History. Edited by H. M. Gwat- 
kin, M.A. ; J. P. Whitney, D.D. ; J. R. Tanner, Litt.D. ; C. W. 
Previte-Orton, M.A. Volume III. Germany and the Western 
Empire. (Cambridge : University Press ; New York : Macmillan 
Company. 1922. Pp. xxxix, 700. 11 maps. 50 s.) 
The closing lines of Arnold's " Sohrab and Rustum " pressed them- 
selves upon my memory as I approached the end of this volume. 

French history flows " brimming and bright and large " from the pen 
of such masters as MM. Rene Poupardin and Louis Halphen, and the 
history of the break-up of Charlemagne's empire, of the later Carolingi- 
ans and first Capetians (to the year 1000) is presented with clarity, 
fullness, and sense of proportion, as one would expect from such 
scholars, in seven chapters (I.-VL, XVII.). Chapter XVI., the West- 
ern Caliphate, from the pen of Dr. Rafael Altamira, is of a piece with 



